
Sinclair Broadcasting's decision to force their  
stations to air an anti-Kerry documentary days  
before the election is a clear example of the  
DANGERS OF MEDIA CONSOLIDATION. 
 
Sinclair uses the public airwaves free of charge, and  
is OBLIGATED BY LAW to serve the public interest.  
But when large companies control the airwaves, we  
get more of what's good for the bottom line and less  
of what we need for our democracy. Instead of  
something produced at "News Central" far away, it's  
more important that we see real people from our  
own communities and more substantive news about  
issues that matter.  YOU CAN ONLY WONDER WHAT  
THE PAYOFF WILL BE TO SINCLAIR BY THE BUSH  
ADMINISTRATION FOR THIS "FAVOR". 
 
THIS IS *NOT* WHAT A FREE PRESS IS ABOUT AND  
CERTAINLY *NOT* THE EXAMPLE OF UNBIASED  
NEWS REPORTING WHICH THE PUBLIC EXPECTS  
AND DESERVES.  
 
Sinclair's actions show why we need to STRENGTHEN  
MEDIA OWNERSHIP RULES, NOT WEAKEN THEM.  
They show why the license renewal process needs to  
involve more than a returned postcard. Thank you. 


